IN MEMORIAM
ACADEMICIAN

DAN P. RADULESCU
(20.01.1928 - 11.11.2025)

Academician Dan P. Radulescu — the geologist, the professor, the mentor; Honorary President of the Section of Geonomic Sciences of the Romanian
Academy and President of the National Committee of Geologists of Romania — passed away on 11 November 2025, to the profound sorrow of his

family and of the entire geological community.

Aleading personality of Romanian Geology, a professor by vocation and a man of exceptional moral integrity, Academician Dan P. Radulescu devot-
ed his entire life to scientific knowledge and to the education of generations of geologists.
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STEPS OF FORMATION

He completed his primary and secondary education in
Bucharest at “Spiru Haret” High School in 1946. He continued
his academic training at the Faculty of Natural Sciences -
Geology Section of the University of Bucharest, obtaining his
degree in 1950.

In 1957 he defended his PhD thesis in Geology, and in
1968 he earned the title of Habilitated Doctor / Doctor of
Science (D.Sc.) (Doctor Docent).

He was elected Corresponding Member of the Romanian
Academy in 1990 and became a Full Member in 1993. His
reception speech, “Do Our Mountains Carry Gold?”, was
delivered in 1995.

His teaching career unfolded within the Department
of Mineralogy of the University of Bucharest. He advanced
through all academic ranks, from Assistant (1950) to full
Professor (1968). He taught courses in Crystallography,
Mineralogy, Igneous and Metamorphic Petrology,
Sedimentary Petrology, Volcanology, the Universal Fedorov

Method for Mineral Identification, as well as the History of
Mineralogy and Petrography.

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY

In addition to his teaching, Academician Radulescu
devoted himself wholeheartedly to scientific research,
particularly in Mineralogy, Igneous Petrology, Volcanology,
and Metallogeny. His research was conducted at the
University of Bucharest, at the Geological Institute of
Romania, and within several international collaborations.

His results were published in over 100 scientific papers in
national and international journals. He authored more than
15 volumes, including 9 as sole author. He also contributed as
coordinating editor to five geological maps of Romania. Many
of his scientific reports, representing decades of research,
are preserved in the archives of the Geological Institute of
Romania, of former Geological Prospecting Enterprise, and of
the former State Committee for Geology.
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A significant part of his research constituted true
milestones in the geological knowledge of Romania and laid
the foundation for new economic developments.

In Mineralogy, he studied minerals in volcanic rocks, in
salt deposits, and in artificial products such as metallurgical
slags.

His work in Petrology and Volcanology focused on tertiary
volcanic regions of the Apuseni Mountains, the Baia Mare
area, and the Eastern Carpathians. In the Sacaramb region
he identified and described the volcanic apparatus whose
feeding conduit hosts the gold-silver telluride deposit.

He devoted particular attention to the chemistry
of volcanic rocks. In Metallogeny, he clarified essential
concepts such as metallogenetic province and zonation. In
sedimentary petrology, he introduced the concept of the
sedimentary petrologic province.

Among the highly significant scientific contributions of

Acad. Rddulescu, we may mention:

- the identification of Neogene volcano-sedimentary
formations on the territory of Romania and, based on
this, the development of a new model for the evolution
of Neogene volcanism;
the clarification of the relationship between volcanic
rocks and subvolcanic rocks within the Neogene volcanic
formations;

- the establishment of the geotectonic evolution of
Romania during the Alpine orogenic cycle and, on
this basis, the reconstruction of the history of the
corresponding magmatic processes in time and space, in
light of the concept of global tectonics;

« the initiation of radiometric age determinations of
Neogene volcanic rocks;

- the clarification of the concepts of “metallogenetic
province” and “zoning”;

+ the first identification on Romanian territory of several
minerals (e.g., neotokite-Mn, deliquescent salts).

AFFILIATIONS AND OFFICIAL ROLES

Academician Radulescu was, by vocation, a leader and
coordinator of complex institutions, most of them scientific
and with significant national relevance.

« 1963-1966 - Scientific Director, Geological Institute of

Romania
« 1966-1969 - Director, Geological Institute of Romania

1966-1969 - Member, Executive Bureau of the State

Committee for Geology

1973-1975 - Executive Bureau of the
International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry
of the Earth’s Interior

« 1974-1977 - Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines, Oil and
Geology
1979-1985 & 1990-1992 - Head of the Mineralogy
Department, University of Bucharest

«1992-2001 - President, Geological Society of Romania

« 1994-1998 - Vice President, Romanian Academy

« 1997-2001 - Ambassador of Romania to Greece

Member,

From 2015 until the last day of his life, he served as
Honorary President of the Section of Geonomic Sciences
of the Romanian Academy and President of the National
Committee of Geologists of Romania.

DISTINCTIONS

For his lifelong scientific contributions, he received high
national and international honors:
«  Order of Labour (1974)
«  “Equatorial Star” Order — Republic of Gabon (1976)
- National Order “Faithful Service” — Grand Officer (2000)
Order of the Phoenix — Hellenic Republic (2001)
- National Order “Star of Romania” (2016)

THE TEACHER AND THE MAN

Beyondallachievementsandhonors, Acad.Dan Radulescu
remains above all the Professor, the Mentor: rigorous and fair,
who inspired and shaped countless geologists through his
clarity of thought, calm demeanor, and unwavering devotion
to truth.

Through his serene voice, clear gaze and profound
integrity, he sowed passion for science and a deep respect for
work, rigor and dignity.

LEGACY

Academician Dan P.Radulescu remains, through his entire
activity, a Master of Romanian Geology, a scholar of vast
scientific culture, a dedicated educator, and an unshakeable
academic conscience.

Today, the community of geologists and geophysicists
bows with reverence before the one who mentored and
supported them. His scientific legacy remains a foundation
upon which future generations will continue to build.

Prof. Dr. Nicolae Panin
Member of the Romanian Academy
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