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Fig. 4. Examples of illustrations from Beudant’s textbook (up: barrancos from La Palma island; middle: Lower Cre
monites; lower: Cerithium giganteum from the Eocene of Paris and Deinotherium giganteum from the European molasse), cited
between brackets, from Fig. 1 to Fig. 239. The notes Fig. 20(B), B313, B(372) correspond to text- gures of Be
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COBALCESCU - GEOLOGY PROFESSOR
AT IASI UNIVERSITY

The Department of Geology was founded at 16 October
1863 at lasi University, at the same time with the tenure-track
of Professor Grigore Cobalcescu. Cobalcescu was tenured
in 1864, teaching the Geology course which included
Crystallography, Mineralogy, Petrography, Physical Geology,
Palae-ontology and Stratigraphy, next to field trips for direct
observations and for collecting rocks and fossils (lonesi, 1981).
Cobalcescu was refining his course each year, for keeping it
updated scientifically. Without any indoctrination, he would
enthusiastically quash ideas taught even a year earlier (cf.
Macarovici, 1942, p. 6).

The three decades of university activity and geological
research represent the Cobdlcescu Phase (1863-1892),
based on "the beginning of higher education and laying
the foundations of modern Romanian palaeontological
and geological sciences” (Turculet, 2007, p. 122; Erhan and
Apostoae, 2010).

FINAL REMARKS

Although the first Romanian geological textbook
disappeared at the hands of its own author, as well as

4

the "Highschool textbook of Mineralogy and Geology”

(Athanasiu, 1902), they became a model for later secondary
schools and highschool textbooks by Popescu-Voitesti (1921,
1924), Simionescu (1927), Bancila (1935, 1960) etc.

In contrast with today’s situation, at the beginning of the
XX-th Century, Romania was first to teach Mineralogy and
Geology in secondary schools and highschools (Athanasiu,
1904). Today, Geology has the most unfortunate position,
as it is “repudiated as a studied field in Romanian schools”
(Grigorescu, 2014, p. 48). Moreover, it is unacceptable for an
educated person not to know that “understanding Planet
Earth is an essential element of the modern culture, a planet
that we step upon and a planet offering the foundation of our

existence” (cf. Acad. G. Murgeanu, in Lazdrescu, 1980).
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