MIRCEA IOAN VALENTIN
SANDULESCU (1933 - 2015)

On October 22, 2015, the academician Mircea loan San-
dulescu passed away. A great friend left us, an eminent and
a bright scientist, who entirely dedicated his life to the Earth
Sciences. For almost sixty years, he worked with abnegation,
trying to understand the geological structure and evolution
of the continents, Europe and Asia, but, above all, of our
country, from the sea side, from Dobrogea, - to the heart of
Romania, in Transylvania, mostly, focusing on the Carpathi-
ans.

Mircea Sandulescu graduated the “Gheorghe Lazar” Na-
tional College in Sibiu, then, he attended the courses of the
Institute of Petroleum, Gas and Geology, the Faculty of Ge-
ology, and started his career at the Enterprise of Geological
Prospecting and Laboratories in Bucharest. After this period,
he continued his scientific activity at the Geological Institute
of Romania, where he acted as Scientific Secretary, Head of
the Geological Maps Department and president of the Sci-
entific Council. Mircea Sandulescu led, with professionalism
and exigency, the elaboration of the geological maps of Ro-
mania and participated in the first tectonic map of our coun-
try setting. Mircea Séandulescu was elected President of the
Carpathian-Balkan Geological Map Commission and co-au-
thor and member in Commissions of the Tectonic Map of Eu-
rope and, then, of the World. In addition to Geotectonics, his
outstanding contributions to other different Earth Sciences
branches, such as Stratigraphy and Structural Geology, were
essential for the development of Romanian Geology.

His discoveries and ideas on the geological structure
of the different regions of our country, but also of the Alps,
Himalaya, Tibet and many other areas, are exposed in the
geological and tectonic maps of Romania, Europe and of the

World, as well as in many papers published in Romania and
abroad (see the Annex with the list of Mircea Sandulescu’s
publications).

Mircea set a bright example to be followed by many gen-
erations of geologists, guided the course of the geological re-
search in Romania and trained young specialists in the spirit
of love for the country, for the profession and for nature.

For his exceptional contribution to the development of
the geological research in Romania, Mircea Sandulescu was
rewarded with numerous prizes and distinctions (among
them, the “Grigore Cobalcescu” prize of the Romanian Acad-
emy and the “Prestwich” prize of the Geological Society of
France), including the Order of Faithful Service in the rank of
Grand Officer. He was member of the Geological Society of
Romania and of similar societies from many other countries
from Europe and from other continents.

Elected, in 1991, corresponding member of the Romani-
an Academy, in 1994, he
became acting member of
the Academy and, in 1995,
he was elected President
of the Section of Geonom-
ical Sciences of the Roma-
nian Academy, which he
led with professionalism
and diplomacy, until the
end. His reception talk
4Plate Tectonics - revolu-
tion or evolution in the
geology” marked an im-
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portant stage for the Earth Sciences in Romania. He was also
nominated as foreign member of the Academy of Sciences of
Poland and member of the Europaea Academy.

In 1968, Mircea Sandulescu benefited by a specialization
in Structural Geology, in France, at the University Paris VI. This
allowed him to have a deeper knowledge of the culture and
the science of our French colleagues. During that period,
new research units emerged and revolutionary ideas came
forward, opening new horizons for the understanding of the
evolution of our Planet. Such moments have been at the root

of the spiritual connection which strengthened in those days
and resisted for such a long time. Mircea Sandulescu brought
these ideas and innovatively applied them in Romania.

The Romanian scientific community lost a great friend, a
far reaching representative of international standing, an im-
posing figure through his dedication for the profession he
loved so much.

We cannot forget Mircea Sandulescu, he will always be
with us, an example we will try to follow! God rest his soul!
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