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1. INTRODUCTION

The Danube Delta is located in Romania and Ukraine, 
where the Danube River discharges into the north-western 
Black Sea and is the second largest delta in the European 
Union (covering 580.000 ha). In 1991, it received the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site recognition and it was classified as 
a Biosphere Reserve; since then, it has been protected 
under the Ramsar Convention as a wetland of international 
importance. The Danube Delta coastline has a total length 
of approximately 240 km, with around 160 km in Romania. 
Over the past 160 years, the upstream segment of the 
Danube River, the delta itself, and the Black Sea coast faced 
considerable human pressure - construction of reservoirs, 
embankment, land use changes (Constantinescu et al., 2015; 
Hein et al., 2016; Habersack et al., 2016), resulting in decrease 
of sediment supply to the delta and coastal erosion (Panin, 

1999, Ungureanu and Stănică, 2000; Panin and Jipa, 2002, 
Stănică and Panin, 2009). 

The Danube Delta coastal area has been extensively 
studied for many years using traditional surveys, and its 
dynamic is well-documented in numerous publications 
(Spătaru, 1962, Bondar et al., 1973, Bondar et al., 1983, 
Gâștescu and Driga, 1984, Panin, 1996, 1999, 2003, 2011, 
Panin and Overmars, 2012, Panin et al., 2016, Ungureanu 
and Stănică, 2000, Stănică, 2003, Giosan et al., 2006, Stănică 
et al., 2007, Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2007, Dan et al., 2009, 
2011, Stănică and Panin, 2009, Halcrow, 2012, Stănică et 
al., 2011, Giosan et al., 2013, Tătui and Vespremeanu-Stroe, 
2014, 2017, Tătui et al., 2021, Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2016, 
2017, Zăinescu et al., 2017, 2019). These studies highlighted 
various trends in the Danube Delta coastal dynamics, such 
as: accumulation immediately south of the Sulina jetties; 
significant erosion at Canalul cu Sondă; slight erosion at 
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Câsla Vădanei; an oscillatory trend at Sfântu Gheorghe (close 
to the Danube mouth). Complex mechanisms have been 
observed at the Sahalin Spit (the spit tends to grow and 
elongate toward the southwest, with a clockwise rotation of 
its southern tip), while erosion is evident at Zătoane - Perișor 
and Gura Portiței. Accumulation has been documented at 
Periteasca, with erosion at Periboina and slight advancement 
northwards the Midia Harbour jetties, that block the further 
longshore transfer of littoral sediments.

2. MATERIAL AND METHODS

2.1. Study zone 

The coast of the Danube Delta is divided in three major 
sedimentary cells (Stănică et al., 2011, Stănică et al., 2013, 
Halcrow, 2012) based on concepts formulated by Marchand 
et al. (2011): (1) Musura Lagoon coastal sedimentary cell, 
with the northern limit in Ukraine and the southern one 
represented by Sulina jetties, (2) Sulina – Sf. Gheorghe – Sahalin 
coastal sedimentary cell, with the rigid northern boundary 
represented by the Sulina jetties and a southern limit, the 
southern end of Sahalin Island, and (3) Zătoane – Cape Midia 
coastal sedimentary cell that has the northern limit on the 
southern part of the Sahalin Island and the southern one at 
Midia Harbor. The measurements presented in the current 
study were done in the central and southern sedimentary 
cell, in the following beach sectors: Sulina, Canalul cu Sondă, 
Câsla Vădanei, Sfântu Gheorghe, Sahalin North, Sahalin 
South, Perișor, Periteasca, Portița North, Portița South and 
Periboina (Fig. 1).

The study of sedimentology and the dynamics of the 
Danube Delta coastal deposits started in 1965, with Panin 
(1967) examining the sedimentary structures of the coastal 
deposits along the northern Romanian Black Sea Shore. 
Since then, beach profiles were measured using classic 
topographic levels along all the Danube Delta beaches until 
1994. A change in methodology was made in 1995, when the 
NIRD GeoEcoMar coastal dynamics team started using classic 
theodolite (followed 13 years after by total stations). The first 
measurements conducted by NIRD GeoEcoMar using high 
precision GPS with GNSS RTK technology started in 2016. 
Since then, regular measurements were performed yearly, 
along specific sections covering each beach sector of the 
Danube Delta shoreline.

In this study, we present the dynamics of the Danube 
Delta shoreline, from 2016 to 2023. The main influencing 
factors leading to the shoreline dynamics are also discussed 
herein. 

2.2. Methodology

The position of the shoreline was measured annually 
in the period of July-August, between years 2016 – 2023. 
The upper swash limit position was measured using DGPS 

Trimble equipment with the GNSS RTK technique, recording 
a point at intervals of 3 meters. Meteorological conditions 
recorded daily for each location are presented in Annex 1. The 
measurements were analysed using the QGIS open-source 
software, on transects cast every 200 m on each beach sector. 
The measurements were used to (1) calculate the shoreline 
change rate using the distance between baseline and transect 
intersection points along transects for consecutive years and 
(2) calculate shoreline trend using the average position of 
the yearly shoreline at each transect. Each year, the shoreline 
positions across all transects were averaged to obtain a single 
value representing the annual average shoreline position. 
This approach was used to identify differences and track 
evolutionary trends over time.

3. RESULTS

A total of 8 shoreline positions (measured in the period 
July – August of each year between 2016 and 2023) were 
evaluated at beach sectors between Sulina and Periboina.

In the following section, due to its behaviour and 
dynamics, the Sahalin Spit is described separately from the 
other sectors that are grouped by sedimentary cells.

3.1. Sulina – Sfântu Gheorghe sedimentary cell

The analysed shoreline length in the Sulina sector 
is around 5 km. The sector shows an overall trend of 
accumulation between 2016 and 2023, with an average 
shoreline accretion rate of 2.1 m/year. The rate decreases 
from north to south, with accretion in the north, stability and 
slight accretion in the centre, and erosion in the south. The 
highest accretion rate is 4.2 m/year in the north, while the 
southern part experiences a rate of -0.25 m/year (Fig. 2).

The Canalul cu Sondă sector, with an analysed shoreline 
length of around 3 km is characterised by erosion, with an 
average rate of -4.4 m/year. Erosion is most pronounced 
in the southern section while the lowest rate, -0.5 m/year, 
occurs in the north (around Gârla Împuţită). In the south, the 
retreat rate averages -7.4 m/year (Fig. 3). 

With an analysed shoreline length of about 5 km, Câsla 
Vădanei sector is also exhibiting an eroding trend with an 
average rate of -4.5 m /year. The rate decreases from north to 
south, with the highest rate of -7 m/year in the north and the 
lowest of -2.9 m/year in the south (Fig. 4).

In the Sfântu Gheorghe sector, over an analysed shoreline 
length of around 5 km, erosion is again the dominant trend, 
with an average retreat rate of -2.2 m/year. In the north, 
stability/slight accretion was observed, with an average rate 
of 0.3 m/year, while erosion intensifies towards the south. The 
highest erosion rate, measured at the mouth of the Sfântu 
Gheorghe branch, reaches -5.6 m/year. This is likely due to the 
complex redistribution of sediments at the river-sea interface 
(Fig. 5).
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Fig. 1. Position of the beach sectors measured between 2016 and 2023 (source Google Earth).
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Fig. 2. Sulina. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with negative 
values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline; (d) Shoreline 

trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Sulina (2019). 
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Fig. 3. Canalul cu Sondă. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Canalul cu Sondă (2019).
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Fig. 4. Câsla Vădanei. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Câsla Vădanei (2019). 
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Fig. 5. Sfântu Gheorghe. (a) Transect positions along the sector; (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with negative values indicating erosion 
and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline; (d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023;  

(e) Image from the beach of Sfântu Gheorghe (2019). 
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3.2. Sahalin spit

With an analysed shoreline length of around 11 km, 
the Sahalin North sector is characterised by overall erosion, 
with an average rate of -1.4 m/year. The southern part of this 
sector corresponds to the former breach between Sahalin 
North and Sahalin South which is filling up at a rate of 15 m/
year (Figs. 7-9).

The Sahalin South sector, with around 8 km analysed 

shoreline length, is characterised by elongation in the 

southern part and erosion in north. The overall average 

change rate is positive of about 22.9 m/year. The most 

noticeable change in the southern region took place between 

2016 and 2017, with smaller changes occurring in the years 

that followed (Figs. 8, 9). 

Fig. 6. Average change rate for the Danube Delta shore along the Sulina – Sfântu Gheorghe sedimentary cell between 2016 and 2023.
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Fig. 7. Sahalin North. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Sahalin North (2023). 



14 Geo-Eco-Marina 31/2025

Maria-S. Ionescu, Adriana-M. Constantinescu, Adrian Gherghe, Alexandru Panin, Albert Scrieciu, Sabin Rotaru, Cristian Teodoru, Roberta Castellano, Viorel-G. Ungureanu, Adrian Stănică – Shoreline dynamics of the Danube Delta

Fig. 8. Sahalin South. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Sahalin South (2017).
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3.3. Zătoane – Cape Midia sedimentary cell

At Perișor, the analysed shoreline length of around 4 km 
illustrates a generalised erosion trend in the north and centre 
with rates up to -4.6 m/year, while in the south the rates are 
up to -0.4 m/year. The average change rate for the entire 
sector is -2.9 m/year (Fig. 10).

With an analysed shoreline length of around 8.5 km, 
Periteasca sector is overall accumulating with a rate of 1.8 m/
year (Fig. 11).

Portița North, with around 4 km analysed shoreline length, 

is generally stable, with an average rate of -0.7 m/year with 

higher erosion rates in the south, up to -2.3 m/year (Fig. 12).

Portița South, with an analysed shoreline length of around 

3 km is eroding with an average of -2.2 m/year (Fig. 13). 

North of Periboina inlet, the analysed shoreline length of 

around 2 km is rather stable. The average change rate for the 

period 2016 – 2023 is -0.25 m / year (Fig. 14). 

Fig. 9. Average change rate for the Danube Delta shore along the Sahalin Spit between 2016 and 2023.
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Fig. 10. Perișor. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with negative 
values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline; (d) Shoreline 

trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Perișor North (2018).
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Fig. 11. Periteasca. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Periteasca (2023).



18 Geo-Eco-Marina 31/2025

Maria-S. Ionescu, Adriana-M. Constantinescu, Adrian Gherghe, Alexandru Panin, Albert Scrieciu, Sabin Rotaru, Cristian Teodoru, Roberta Castellano, Viorel-G. Ungureanu, Adrian Stănică – Shoreline dynamics of the Danube Delta

Fig. 12. Portița North. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Portița North (2023).
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Fig. 13. Portița South. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Portița South (2024).
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Fig. 14. Periboina. (a) Transect positions along the sector (background source Google Earth); (b) Shoreline change rate 2016 – 2023 with 
negative values indicating erosion and positive values indicating accretion; (c) Measured shoreline positions 2016 – 2023 relative to baseline;  

(d) Shoreline trend 2016 – 2023; (e) Image from the beach of Periboina (2023).
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Fig. 15. Average change rate for the Danube Delta shore along the Sahalin South – Zătoane – Cape Midia sedimentary cell between 2016 and 
2023.
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Table 1. Minimum, maximum and average shoreline change rate 
for (a) yearly measurements 2016 – 2023.

 Sector

Lowest 
shoreline 

change rate 
(m/y)

Highest 
shoreline 

change rate 
(m/y)

Average 
shoreline 

change rate 
(m/y)

Sulina -0.25 4.21 2.10

Canalul cu Sondă -7.40 -0.50 -4.37

Câsla Vădanei -7.05 -2.67 -4.37

Sfântu Gheorghe -5.62 0.30 -2.23

Sahalin North* -9.77* 24.28* -2.17*

Sahalin South* -29.00* 123.48* 22.93*

Perișor -3.95 -0.39 -2.93

Periteasca 0.09 3.70 1.79

Portița North -2.35 0.30 -0.71

Portița South -4.12 -0.99 -2.22

Periboina -0.94 0.44 -0.25

* Sahalin North and Sahalin South change rates appear mostly due to the 
behaviour and dynamic of the spit with rapid shift in the southern part of 
Sahalin North (filling in the previous breach) and Sahalin South (creation of a 
new spit) and erosion in the northern parts.

4. DISCUSSION

Shoreline dynamics, including retreat and advancement 
trends, are influenced by both natural processes and 
human activities. Prograding sectors tend to form around 
active deltaic lobes, at the mouths of Danube branches, 
and near hard coastal structures (Stănică and Panin, 2009, 
Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2017). Erosive sectors, on the 
other hand, are typically found at the borders of inactive 
deltaic lobes, where coastal sedimentary cells meet, or in 
updrift zones due to the divergence of nearshore currents 
(Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2017).

The shoreline dynamics of the Danube Delta are varying 
across different sectors (Table 1), due to the influence of both 
natural processes, past and present human activities (Panin, 
1999, Ungureanu and Stănică, 2000, Stănică and Panin, 
2009). While most of these areas are experiencing erosion, 
some are stable and some are accreting (Table 1; Figs. 6 
and 15). Despite the fluctuations caused by meteorological 
conditions on the day of the measurements, the overall trend 
of the shoreline in a specific sector highlights its erosional or 
accretional dynamics.

4.1. Sulina – Sfântu Gheorghe sedimentary cell

Mainly influenced by the presence of the jetties, the 
Sulina sector is characterised by accretion in its northern 
part, stability in the centre and retreat towards its southern 
part. This trend is consistent with findings from previous 
studies (Stănică et al., 2007, Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2007, 
Stănică and Panin, 2009, Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2017), 

however, currently measured average rates of 2.1 m/year are 
lower than the rates observed by Vespremeanu-Stroe et al. 
(2017) and mentioned by Halcrow (2012), for data covering 
the period 1979 – 2006, of 8.1m/year. This can be due to the 
fact the current measurements were conducted only in the 
central and southern part of the Sulina sector, excluding the 
northern area, and the region just south of the jetties, where 
the highest accretion rates occur. 

Erosion is evident at both Canalul cu Sondă and 
Câsla Vădanei sectors. This aligns with historical patterns 
documented in previous research. Erosion in this sector was 
amplified by past human activities (Panin, 1999). The sector 
is located in the divergence zone between the south-north 
oriented anticyclonic current, caused by the Sulina jetties, 
and the north-south oriented longitudinal current, leading 
to a sediment deficit (Giosan et al., 1999). The average 
erosion rate at Canalul cu Sondă was found to be between 
-6 and -9 metres per year in previous studies (Stănică, 2003, 
Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2007, Halcrow, 2012). Current 
results indicate a decline in the erosion rate with a calculated 
average of -4.4 m/year. The northern part of Canalul cu 
Sondă sector is more advanced than the south and eroding 
at smaller rates. This can be due both to the presence of 
both living and relict vegetation on shore with the ability to 
mitigate erosion but also to the fact that the area is in the 
immediate vicinity of Sulina sector, which exhibits accretion 
under the protection of the jetties. Câsla Vădanei however 
doesn’t have any type of vegetation on shore and here both 
its absence and the lack of sediment input, have contributed 
to an erosional trend over the years.

This study reveals an erosional trend in Sfântu 
Gheorghe, with rates increasing from north towards the 
south, contrasting with the findings of Vespremeanu-
Stroe et al. (2017) and Halcrow (2012), who noted positive 
trends. According to Stănică (2003), the sector experiences 
alternating periods of advancement and erosion; additionally. 
Stănică and Panin (2009) observed a dynamic equilibrium in 
the shoreline, influenced by sediment redistribution at the 
river-sea interface. 

4.2. Sahalin Spit

The shoreline at Sahalin Spit is primarily shaped by 
longshore currents and sediment supply, with storms, wind 
patterns, and sea-level changes also impacting the area 
(Giosan et al., 1999). Between 2016 and the following years, 
significant changes were observed, particularly in Sahalin 
South, where new spits developed. Meanwhile, Sahalin 
North experienced retreat (Fig. 9). The breach in Sahalin 
North, which occurred in the winter of 2012 – 2013 (Zăinescu 
et al., 2019), is gradually filling with sediment from the 
Sfântu Gheorghe branch of the Danube Delta. In addition, 
the presence of partially submerged trees along the shore 
of Sahalin South may have an important influence on the 
coastal dynamics in that area. We observed that the presence 
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of dense trees may delay erosion and shoreline retreat, even 
if the trees are not alive. 

4.3. Zătoane - Cape Midia sedimentary cell

Perișor sector is facing generalised erosion with smaller 
rates (approximately -3 m/year) compared with the ones from 
literature (up to -17 m/year between 2008 and 2010; Halcrow, 
2012). This may be due to the shorter analysed shoreline 
length (not including the Zătoane area from the north, which 
is historically characterised by high erosion). 

Periteasca sector is characterised by stability and slight 
accumulation, similar with findings of previous studies 
(Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2007 and Halcrow, 2012). While 
the erosion rates in Portița area are generally lower than 
the ones from earlier studies, of around -2 m/year in Portița 
South compared to -3 m/year in Vespremeanu-Stroe et al. 
(2007) and -3.9 m/year in Halcrow (2012). Portița North area 
is stable in the northern part influenced by the vicinity of 
Periteasca. The highest erosion rate observed during summer 
measurements in Portița South appears in the area that has 
been impacted by storms since 2018, with a breach forming 
between December and February/March. This area also 
corresponds to the former Portița Inlet, which was artificially 
closed in 1974, and is expected to reopen in the near future 
due to specific hydrodynamic conditions that will re-establish 
the connection between the lagoon and the sea (Stănică et 
al., 2024 – Danube4all workshop). 

The Periboina sector, despite having similar conditions 
to Portița, in terms of currents and sediment supply, remains 
almost stable with only a slight retreat. This might be due 
to the sand dredged from the Periboina channel being re-
distributed along the shore.

Current measurements show a reduction in erosion 
rates in areas that previously experienced high rates of 
shoreline retreat. This decline may have multiple causes: a 
new equilibrium in sediment distribution, meaning there 
was enough sediment in the near-shore system in the 
studied period; sediment redistribution of the near-coast 
depocentres Sulina and Sfântu Gheorghe mouths (Zăinescu 
et al., 2019); lower storminess in the north-western Black Sea 
(Vespremeanu-Stroe et al., 2007, Zăinescu et al., 2017), which 
decreases erosion.

5. CONCLUSIONS
The Danube Delta shoreline, between Sulina and 

Periboina, as observed over 8 years (2016-2023), displays 
erosion, accretion and stability across different sectors, with 
significant variations in rates and trends. With lower rates 

compared to historical data, Sulina sector is accreting mostly 
due to the influence of the jetties from the north, which block 
the longshore current and facilitate the accumulation of 
sediments. The longshore current resumes and starts to grow 
in Canalul cu Sondă and Câsla Vădanei areas. These sectors 
exhibit clear erosional trends, with lower rates compared to 
existing studies. 

In contrast to existing literature, Sfântu Gheorghe sector 
has a shift toward erosion, particularly in the south, deviating 
from past positive trends observed in earlier studies.

Due to its dynamics and influenced by the longshore 
current, storms and changes in sediment supply, the Sahalin 
Spit demonstrates significant change, with Sahalin South 
elongating and Sahalin North experiencing erosion.

The Perișor sector exhibits a general trend of erosion, 
with higher retreat rates in the northern and central parts, 
while the southern section experiences lower erosion rates, 
while Periteasca sector is characterised by stability and 
slight accumulation, with shoreline conditions remaining 
consistent with previous studies. The Portița sectors reflect 
erosion and storm-induced breaches, particularly in the 
south, while the Periboina sector remains almost stable.

The primary drivers of local coastal dynamics remain 
the sediment input and redistribution by waves, currents, 
and river processes. While the current study provides 
valuable insights, it does have some limitations. The in situ 
measurements, though precise, only reflect the shoreline 
position at a specific moment and under certain conditions. 
To improve future research, it would be helpful to correlate 
shoreline data with wave conditions from the day prior to 
the measurements. This would offer a deeper understanding 
of shoreline changes, as the state of the sea before and 
during the measurements plays a crucial role in shaping the 
coastline.
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Sulina Canalul cu 
Sondă Câsla Vădanei Sfântu 

Gheorghe Sahalin North Sahalin South Perișor Periteașca Portița North Portița South Periboina

2016

Relatively calm 
sea, clear sky, 
light east wind

Relatively calm 
sea, clear sky, 
light east wind

Calm sea, clear 
sky, light south 
wind

Clear sky, 
light-moderate 
northeast wind, 
relatively calm 
sea

Clear sky, light 
northwest 
wind, relatively 
calm sea

Clear sky, very 
calm sea, light 
south-southeast 
wind

Very calm 
sea, moderate 
northwest 
wind, clear sky

Partially clear 
sky, strong 
northwest 
wind, relatively 
calm sea

Clear sky, strong 
northeast wind, 
rough sea

Clear sky, strong 
northeast wind, 
rough sea

Clear sky, light 
north wind, 
calm sea

2017

Light northeast 
wind, calm sea

Clear sky, good 
visibility, light 
northeast wind, 
calm sea

Cloudy sky, 
rough sea, 
northwest wind

Clear sky, 
northwest 
wind, relatively 
calm sea

Calm sea, light 
southeast wind

Clear sky, 
moderate 
northeast wind, 
calm sea

Calm sea, 
clear sky, light 
northeast wind

Clear sky, calm 
sea, no wind

Clear sky, light 
wind, calm sea

North-
northwest 
wind, clear sky, 
rough sea

2018

Clear sky, light 
wind, relatively 
calm sea

Clear sky, calm 
sea, light wind

Clear sky, light 
wind, relatively 
calm sea

Clear sky, no 
wind, calm sea

Moderate wind, 
sea grade 2

Moderate wind, 
sea grade 2

Cloudy sky, 
torrential rain, 
moderate wind

Partially cloudy 
sky, relatively 
rough sea, 
moderate 
north-south 
wind

Clear sky, no 
wind, sea 
grade 0

Clear sky, no 
wind, sea 
grade 0

Clear sky, sea 
grade 0, no 
wind

2019

Light west 
wind, calm sea, 
clear sky

Clear sky, light 
wind, calm sea

Clear sky, 
moderate 
southeast wind, 
relatively rough 
sea

Light 
northwest-
north wind, 
calm sea, clear 
sky

Very calm sea, 
light southeast 
wind

Sea grade 1, 
light south-
southeast wind, 
clear sky

Clear sky, light 
wind, calm sea

Moderate 
southeast wind, 
relatively rough 
sea

Light/moderate 
northwest 
wind, calm sea, 
clear sky

Clear sky, 
moderate 
souteast wind, 
calm sea

Rough sea, 
moderate 
north-northeast 
wind, clear sky

2020

Moderate 
southeast wind, 
clear sky, sea 
grade 1

Sea grade 1, 
light-moderate 
northeast wind, 
clear sky

Very calm 
sea, 10-15 cm 
waves, north-
northwest 
wind, clear sky

Clear sky, light 
north wind, 
rough sea grade 
1-2

Clear sky, 
northeast wind, 
sea grade 2

Clear sky, sea 
grade 1, light 
southeast wind

Light northeast 
wind, clear sky, 
calm sea

Clear sky Moderate/
strong north-
northeast wind, 
clear sky, sea 
grade 3

Light/moderate 
west wind, 30 
cm waves

2021

Sunny, strong 
south wind

Northeast wind 
15-20 km/h, 
partially cloudy 
sky

Clear sky, 
sea grade 2, 
light-moderate 
northeast wind

Clear sky, 
moderate 
south-southeast 
wind, sea 
grade 2

Relatively light 
north-northeast 
wind, relatively 
calm sea, clear 
sky

Partially cloudy 
sky, light 
northeast wind, 
calm sea

Clear sky, sea 
grade 2-3, 
moderate 
northeast wind

Clear sky, 
northeast wind

Clear sky, 
northeast-
southwest wind

Clear sky, north-
northeast wind

Clear sky, very 
calm sea, 
northwest wind 
5 km/h

Annex 1
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Sulina Canalul cu 
Sondă Câsla Vădanei Sfântu 

Gheorghe Sahalin North Sahalin South Perișor Periteașca Portița North Portița South Periboina

2022

Very calm sea, 
light northeast 
wind

Very calm sea, 
light southeast 
wind, clear sky

50 cm waves 
at the shore, 
moderate 
northeast wind, 
clear sky

Very calm 
sea, clear sky, 
moderate 
northwest wind

Clear sky, very 
calm sea, light 
northwest wind

Partially cloudy 
sky, calm sea, 
northwest wind

Very calm 
sea, clear sky, 
southwest wind

Clear sky, very 
calm sea, 
southeast wind

Cloudy sky, calm 
sea, northwest 
wind 12-28 
km/h

Clear sky, very 
calm sea, 
southeast wind

2023

Moderate north 
wind, calm sea, 
clear sky

South-
southeast wind, 
rough sea, 
partially cloudy 
sky

Clear sky, calm 
sea, northwest 
wind

Clear sky, calm 
sea, northwest 
wind

Clear sky, sea 
grade 1-2, 
southwest wind

Partially cloudy 
sky, sea grade 
1-2, wind

Clear sky, 
moderate 
southeast wind, 
calm sea

Light northwest 
wind, calm sea

Moderate 
northwest 
wind, calm sea, 
clear sky

Moderate 
south-southeast 
wind, rough sea 
(strong current), 
clear sky

Moderate 
south-southeast 
wind, rough sea 
(strong current), 
clear sky

Weather conditions in the days of measurement in Sulina, Canalul cu Sondă, Câsla Vădanei, Sfântu Gheorghe, Sahalin North, Sahalin South, Perișor, Periteașca, Portița North, Portița South and Periboina between 2016 and 2023. No 
meteo info was recorded in Câsla Vadanei 2017, Sahalin South 2022 and Periboina 2020.

Annex 1 (continued)



26 Geo-Eco-Marina 31/2025

Maria-S. Ionescu, Adriana-M. Constantinescu, Adrian Gherghe, Alexandru Panin, Albert Scrieciu, Sabin Rotaru, Cristian Teodoru, Roberta Castellano, Viorel-G. Ungureanu, Adrian Stănică – Shoreline dynamics of the Danube Delta

REFERENCES
Bondar, C., Roventa, V., State, I. (1973). La Mer Noire dans la zone du 

littoral roumain: Monographie hydrologique, Bucharest, Romania.

Bondar, C., State, I., Buta, C. (1983). Geneza si evolutia insulei Sahalin de 
la gura bratului Sfântu Gheorghe, Studii de Hidrologie, Bucharest, 
Romania.

Constantinescu, S., Achim, D., Rusu, I., Giosan, L. (2015). “Embanking 
the lower Danube: from natural to engineered floodplains and 
back”. In: Eds. Hudson, P., Middelkoop, H. (2015). Geomorphic 
approaches to integrated floodplain, management of lowland 
fluvial systems in North America and Europe. Springer, New York. 

Dan, S., Stive, M.J.F., Walstra, D.-J.R., Panin, N. (2009). Wave climate, 
coastal sediment budget, and shoreline changes for the Danube 
Delta. Marine Geology, 262: 39-49.

Dan, S., Walstra, D.-J.R., Stive, M.J.F., Panin, N. (2011). Processes 
controlling the development of a river mouth spit. Marine 
Geology, 280(1-4): 116-129.

Gâștescu, P., Driga, B. (1984). Long term evolution of the Black Sea coast 
in front of the Danube Delta between Sulina and Sf. Gheorghe 
arms. RRGGG, Ser. Geogr., 28.

Giosan, L., Bokuniewicz, H., Panin, N., Postolache, I. (1999). Longshore 
sediment transport pattern along the Romanian Danube Delta 
coast. Journal of Coastal Research, 15(4): 859-871.

Giosan, L., Constantinescu, S., Filip, F., Deng, B. (2013). Maintenance of 
large deltas through channelization: Natura vs. Humans in the 
Danube Delta. Anthropocene, 1: 35-45.

Giosan, L., Donnelly, J.P., Constantinescu, S., Filip, F., Ovejanu, I., Vespremeanu-
Stroe, A., Vespremeanu, E., Duller, G.A.T. (2006). Young Danube 
Delta documents stable Black Sea level since the middle 
Holocene: Morphodynamic, paleogeographic, and archaeological 
implications. Geology, 34(9): 757-760, https://doi.org/10.1130/
G22587.1

Habersack, H., Hein, T., Stănică, A., Liska, I., Mair, R., Jäger, E., Hauer, C., 
Bradley, C. (2016). Challenges of river basin management: 
Current status of, and prospects for, the river Danube from a river 
engineering perspective. Sci. Total Environ., 543: 828-845, doi: 
10.1016/j.scitotenv.2015.10.123

Halcrow (2012). Master Plan “Protection and rehabilitation of the 
coastal zone”, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE PREPARATION OF 
PROJECTS UNDER PRIORITY AXIS 5: Implementation of adequate 
infrastructure of natural risk prevention in most vulnerable areas 
Major intervention domain 2 – Reduction of coastal erosion.

Hein, T., Schwarz, U., Habersack, H., Nichersu, I., Preiner, S., Willby, N., 
Weigelhofer, G. (2016). Current status and restoration options for 
floodplains along the Danube River. Sci. Total Environ., 543: 778-
790, doi: 10.1016/j.scitotenv.2015.09.073

Marchand, M., Sanchez-Arcilla, A., Ferreira, M., Gault, G., Jimenez, J.A., 
Markovic, M., Mulder, J., van Rijn, L., Stănică, A., Sulisz, W., Sutherland, 
J. (2011). Concepts and science for coastal erosion management: 
An introduction to the CONSCIENCE framework. Ocean & Coastal 
Management, 54(12): 859-866.

Panin, N. (1967) Structure des depots de plage sur la cote de la Mer 
Noire. Marine Geology, 5.

Panin, N. (1996). Danube Delta: Genesis, evolution and sedimentology. 
Geo-Eco-Marina, 1, Bucuresti.

Panin, N. (1999). Global changes, sea level rise and the Danube Delta: 
risks and responses. Geo-Eco-Marina, 4, Bucuresti.

Panin, N. (2003). The Danube Delta. Geomorphology and Holocene 
evolution: a synthesis. Géomorphologie: Relief, Processus, 
Environnement, 9(4): 247-262.

Panin, N. (2011). The Danube Delta – The midterm of the geo-system 
Danube River –Danube Delta – Black Sea. Geological setting, 
sedimentology and Holocene to present-day evolution. Rev. 
Roum. Géologie, 55: 41-82.

Panin, N., Jipa, D. (2002). Danube River Sediment Input and its 
Interaction with the North-western Black Sea. Estuarine, Coastal 
and Shelf Science, 54(3): 551-562.

Panin, N., Overmars, W. (2012). The Danube Delta evolution during the 
Holocene: Reconstruction attempt using geomorphological and 
geological data and existing cartographic documents, Geo-Eco-
Marina, 18,  https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.56859

Panin, N., Tiron Duţu, L., Duţu, F. (2016). Géomorphologie et 
géoarchéologie des littoraux de mer Noire. Methology and 
contexts. The Danube Delta: An Overview of its Holocene 
Evolution, Le delta du Danube, synthèse de son évolution 
holocène: 37-54, https://doi.org/10.4000/mediterranee.8186

Spătaru, A. (1962). Date asupra morfologiei litoralului românesc al 
Marii Negre. Studii de Hidraulică IV, Bucharest, Romania.

Stănică, A. (2003). Evoluţia geodinamică a litoralului românesc al 
Mării Negre din sectorul Sulina – Sf. Gheorghe şi posibilităţi de 
predicţie. Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Bucharest.

Stănică, A., Dan, S., Jimenez, D.J.A., Ungureanu, Gh.V. (2011). Dealing 
with erosion along the Danube Delta coast: The CONSCIENCE 
experience towards a sustainable coastline management. Ocean 
& Coastal Management, 54(12): 898-906.

Stănică, A., Dan, S., Ungureanu, V.G. (2007). Coastal changes at the 
Sulina mouth of the Danube River as a result of human activities. 
Marine Pollution Bulletin, 55(10-12): 555-563.

Stănică, A., Panin, N. (2009). Present evolution and future predictions 
for the deltaic coastal zone between the Sulina and Sf. Gheorghe 
Danube river mouths (Romania), Geomorphology, 107: 41-46. 

Stănică, A., Panin, N., Caraivan, G. (2013). Romanian shore and coastal 
protection. In: Williams, A., Pranzini, E. (Eds.) (2013). Chapter 20 
of the volume “Coastal Erosion and Protection in Europe”: 396-
412, Earthscan Publishing House, Taylor and Francis Group. ISBN 
978-1-84971-339-9.

Stănică, A., et al. (2024). Restoration of the Danube river basin waters 
for ecosystems and people from mountains to coast - Horizon 
Europe Danube4all project (funded by the European Union’s 
Horizon Europe research and innovation programme under 
grant agreement no. 101093985), Workshop, December 2023, 
Jurilovca, Tulcea, Romania.



27Geo-Eco-Marina 31/2025

Maria-S. Ionescu, Adriana-M. Constantinescu, Adrian Gherghe, Alexandru Panin, Albert Scrieciu, Sabin Rotaru, Cristian Teodoru, Roberta Castellano, Viorel-G. Ungureanu, Adrian Stănică – Shoreline dynamics of the Danube Delta

Tătui, F., Anghelin, G., Constantin, S. (2021). Satellite-derived shorelines 
reveal fascinating dynamics for the last three decades on Danube 
Delta coast, EGU General Assembly Conference Abstracts, 
EGU21-13031.

Tătui, F., Vespremeanu-Stroe, A. (2014). Alongshore variations in beach-
dune system response to major storm events on the Danube 
Delta coast, Journal of Coastal Research, 30(5): 1041-1052.

Tătui, F., Vespremeanu-Stroe, A. (2017). Landform Dynamics and Evolution 
in Romania: 607-626, Springer International Publishing.

Ungureanu, V.G., Stănică, A. (2000). Impact of human activities on the 
evolution of the Romanian Black Sea beaches. Lakes & Reservoirs: 
Research and Management, 5: 111–115.

Vespremeanu-Stroe, A., Constantinescu, Ș., Giosan, I. (2007) Multi-decadal 
Evolution and North Atlantic Oscillation Influences on the 
Dynamics of the Danube Delta Shoreline. Journal of Coastal 
Research, SI 50: 157-162.

Vespremeanu-Stroe, A., Preoteasa, L., Zăinescu, F., Rotaru, S., Croitoru, L., 
Timar-Gabor, A. (2016). Coastal evolution and morphodynamic 

changes in the Danube Delta: Insights from geological, 

geomorphological, and historical data. Quaternary International, 

415: 268-285.

Vespremeanu-Stroe, A., Zăinescu, F., Preoteasa, L., Tătui, F., Rotaru, S., 

Morhange, C., Stoica, M., Hanganu, J., Timar-Gabor, A., Cârdan, I., 

Piotrowska, N. (2017). Coastal evolution and morphodynamic 

changes in the Danube Delta: Insights from geological, 

geomorphological, and historical data. Marine Geology, 388: 38-

61. 

Zăinescu, F. I., Vespremeanu-Stroe, A., Tătui, F. (2019). The formation and 

closure of the Big Breach of Sacalin spit associated with extreme 

shoreline retreat and shoreface erosion. Earth Surface Processes 

and Landforms, 44(11): 2268-2284. 

Zăinescu, F.I., Tătui, F., Valchev, N.N., Vespremeanu-Stroe, A. (2017). 

Storm climate on the Danube Delta coast: evidence of recent 

storminess change and links with large-scale teleconnection 

patterns. Natural Hazards, 87(2): 599-621.




